Genetic modifications during cellular aging.
We review evidence that biological aging is a genetic process related to development and cytodifferentiation and thus may involve alterations of DNA structure and gene expression. We conclude that although determined to a high degree aging also involves stochastic features which lead to progressive somatic cell diversification during the life span. These considerations may help to explain the unevenness of physiological decline and the clonal emergence of certain age-dependent diseases such as cancer.